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The National Strategy for COVID19 testing is available at COVID-19 testing 
strategy | GOV.WALES.   

Due to the rapidly evolving developments in testing this weekly bulletin 
brings together all of the latest key developments on testing in Wales 
into one place.  

Testing in NHS and Health Settings 

The Minister for Health and Social Services issued a statement on 4 December to 

confirm that asymptomatic testing using lateral flow tests (LFTs) would be introduced 

for patient-facing health (and social care) workers.   

https://gov.wales/written-statement-covid-19-testing-health-and-social-care-workers-

and-hospice-staff 

 

Further to the statement, the first deliveries of lateral flow test (LFT) devices by 

Department for Health and Social Care (DHSC) to Local Health Boards, Local 

Authorities and Trusts have been undertaken.   

 

Testing for domiciliary care workers and professionals visiting care homes (including 

social workers, inspectors and community health workers) is being developed in line 

with testing for patient facing health care staff. 

 

The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) approval for the 

use of self-test LFT devices has been received by DHSC for use in the screening of 

large sections of the population to detect infection in asymptomatic individuals. 

Meetings will be held this week to understand the conditions of the approval and 

implications for use at home by social care staff.  

 

https://gov.wales/covid-19-testing-strategy
https://gov.wales/covid-19-testing-strategy
https://gov.wales/written-statement-covid-19-testing-health-and-social-care-workers-and-hospice-staff
https://gov.wales/written-statement-covid-19-testing-health-and-social-care-workers-and-hospice-staff


Work is continuing to develop a digital solution required for registering and recording 

the results of LFTs to ensure data flows feed into NHS Wales Informatics Service 

(NWIS) and can be used for contact tracing. 

 

Welsh Government is extending asymptomatic staff testing using the RT-PCR tests 

(as used in care homes) to other settings, including staff working with people in 

supported living accommodation and hospices.  

 

Capacity and Performance 

 

Number of weekly PCR tests continue to increase and topped over 125,000 last 
week for Wales. We are continuing to work with Department for Health and Social 
Care and Public Health Wales to extend sampling capacity and improve lab capacity, 
performance and turnaround times. This includes looking at a number of options to 
build our resilience and ability to further utilise PHW lab capacity.  
 

Antibody Testing  

 

We are currently continuing work to test domiciliary care staff for antibodies results 

due to report in January 2021. Domiciliary care workers will be tested via the home 

testing route. 

 

The Office for National Statistics carries out a COVID-19 Infection Survey which tests 

a random sample of the population for COVID-19 antigens and antibodies in order to 

provide a picture of the prevalence of COVID-19 in the UK population. Results for 

Wales are published on a monthly basis by Welsh Government. 

 

 
Testing Sites 

 

We are continuing to develop and advance our testing infrastructure across Wales to 

ensure testing of the symptomatic population.  We have opened 15 Local Testing 

Sites (LTS) ahead of Christmas, with a further 12 to be delivered by February, one of 

which will be built the first week in January 2021. The Minister for Health and Social 

Services published a written statement on our testing infrastructure on 18 December.  

 

https://gov.wales/written-statement-covid-19-testing-infrastructure 

 

Community Testing 

 

The community testing pilot in the lower Cynon Valley came to an end on 22nd 

December. The pilots in Merthyr Tydfil and the lower Cynon Valley are now being 

evaluated and will inform decisions about how we use community testing in the 

future.  

https://gov.wales/covid-19-infection-survey-8-14-november-2020-html#section-56061
https://gov.wales/written-statement-covid-19-testing-infrastructure


 

Over 40,000 LFD tests have been undertaken in Merthyr Tydfil and the lower Cynon 

Valley, identifying hundreds of asymptomatic people and helping to break chains of 

transmission. 

 

Serial Testing 

 

Changes have been made to The Health Protection (Coronavirus 
Restrictions) (No. 5) (Wales) Regulations 2020, available on the link below, under 
the isolation requirements allowing exceptions for participants in a testing scheme. 
 
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-12/the-health-protection-
coronavirus-restrictions-no5-wales-regulations-2020.pdf 
  
The Minister for Health and Social Services has also approved a serial testing pilot 
with South Wales Police to begin before Christmas and the TATA pilot started on 18 
December.  
 

New Covid Variant 

 

Statement on 19 December confirmed the new strain of coronavirus is significantly 

more infectious and spreads more quickly than the original one. This is another 

dreadful surprise in this long-running pandemic.  

 

It has been confirmed the PCR tests will return a positive result if someone is 

infected with the new variant of Covid-19. The current advice of The New and 

Emerging Respiratory Virus Threats Advisory Group (NERVTAG) indicates that 

lateral flow devices can still be used and will detect positive cases with the new 

variant, but noted further work on this is required.  

 

We continue to assess the implications of the new strain and will adapt and refresh 

our testing strategy accordingly.  

 

Education 

 

Serial testing of close contacts has been offered to learners and staff in secondary 

schools, independent schools, further education colleges and independent specialist 

colleges, as a way to maintain school operations and enable ‘in person’ learning 

from January, in addition to weekly testing of staff in special schools. 

Plans are underway to test students upon their return to higher education in January, 

building on the pilot at the end of the Autumn term. 

 

Christmas and New Year 

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-12/the-health-protection-coronavirus-restrictions-no5-wales-regulations-2020.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-12/the-health-protection-coronavirus-restrictions-no5-wales-regulations-2020.pdf


 

The testing team in Welsh Government want to take the opportunity to wish you all a 

peaceful and restful time over Christmas.  
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