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Use of Lateral Flow Device Testing 
in Care Homes 

 

Many of you will have received Lateral Flow Device Testing (LFD) directly from Welsh 
Government. Currently, LFDs cannot be used for testing of family/friends for indoor visits 
due to Wales being in alert level 4. Welsh Government guidance, issued on the 9th of 
February, now requires LFD testing to be carried out on staff on a twice weekly basis 
alongside the weekly PCR tests. Please refer to Welsh Government Guidance on LFD 
testing for staff in Care Homes for further information.   
 
The Welsh Government’s Testing Strategy for Wales can be found here.  
 
Any member of staff receiving a positive LFD result should immediately isolate 
themselves and book a PCR test through the Gov portal or contact their health board to 
book an immediate confirmatory PCR test at a local Community Testing Unit (CTU).  
This will usually occur later that day.    
 
LFDs should not be used to test residents, and if any staff or resident develop symptoms 
they must have a PCR test. Some Care Homes may not yet have received LFDs. Others 
may have received LFDs from Welsh Government, but may have not have completed 
the necessary online training to ensure they are used correctly. Guidance on how to 
carry out the test can be found here. 
 
If you are currently using regular agency staff, it is recommended that they are included 
in your usual approach to testing substantive care staff.  Where that is not possible and 
agency staff are required at short notice and are not part of your regular agency 
contract, LFD testing should be used prior to the commencement of a shift.   
 
Care Home operators are reminded that indoor visits by relatives are not currently taking 
place. This means that even if your care home has received LFDs and has completed 
the training, these kits should not be used to enable indoor visiting until further notice. 
The testing of visitors to allow access to their loved ones is currently being worked 
through in preparation for when the alert level in Wales changes.     
 
LFDs can be used to test visiting professionals who require access to the Care Home, 
however some professionals are part of a twice-weekly testing programme.  
 

In this region, District Nursing, Acute Clinical Teams and the Nurse Assessors currently 
come under this category and will be able to provide a letter of assurance (not of the test 
result, but of their participation in the programme).  
 

 Please do not ask professionals who provide a testimony to confirm they are part of 
a twice weekly testing programme to provide further evidence of a negative test 
result.  

http://www.westernbay.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Guidance-on-LFD-testing-for-staff-in-Care-Homes.pdf
http://www.westernbay.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Guidance-on-LFD-testing-for-staff-in-Care-Homes.pdf
http://www.westernbay.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/testing-strategy-for-wales.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/UKWALES_CSSIW_INT/2020/12/11/file_attachments/1623523/Care%20Home%20LFD%20Testing%20of%20Visitors%20Guidance%20Roll%20out%20in%20Wales%20Dec%2011-20%20final%20amends%20v2-HR.pdf


 

 Please do not deny access to visiting professionals who participate in a twice-weekly 
testing programme.  They are not required to undertake a LFD test before entering 
your care home.  

 

Anyone entering the home will need to fully comply with the usual IPC requirements and 
wear PPE appropriate to the circumstances of the visit.  
 
Further information on the correct PPE that should be worn can be found here.   

https://phw.nhs.wales/topics/latest-information-on-novel-coronavirus-covid-19/information-for-health-and-social-care/adv-001-ppe-in-social-care-settings/

