
 

 

 
 

Use of Lateral Flow Testing 
Devices in Care Homes  

 

Many of you will have received Lateral Flow Testing (LFT) devices directly from 
Welsh Government. These devices are for testing asymptomatic visitors only (i.e. 
family members or loved ones of residents). They are not for testing staff or 
residents under any circumstances. If any staff or resident develop symptoms they 
must have a PCR test.  Some care homes may not yet have received LFT devices. 
Others may have received LFT devices from Welsh Government, but may have not 
have completed the necessary online training to ensure they are used correctly. 
  
Care home operators are reminded that indoor visits by relatives are not currently 
taking place. This means that even if your care home has received LFTs and has 
completed the training, these kits should not be used to enable indoor visiting until 
further notice. This situation is being reviewed weekly and we will confirm as soon as 
visits can resume.  
  
LFT devices can be used to test visiting professionals such as social workers. 
However, not all visiting professionals need to be tested. Some health care workers, 
for example, are part of a twice-weekly testing programme. Where you are advised 
by a visiting professional that they are part of regular testing programme, no LFT 
should be requested:  
 

 Please do not ask the visiting professional to provide evidence of their test 
result, as no such evidence is currently available.  

 Please do not ask visiting professionals who participate in a twice-weekly 
testing programme to undertake a further LFT test before entering your care 
home.  

 Please do not refuse entry to a visiting professional who has confirmed they 
do not need a test because they are part of twice-weekly testing programme.  

 
Anyone entering the home needs to adhere to the usual IPC requirements and wear 
PPE appropriate to the circumstances of the visit. Further information on the correct 
PPE that should be worn can be found in this link: 
https://phw.nhs.wales/topics/latest-information-on-novel-coronavirus-covid-
19/information-for-health-and-social-care/adv-001-ppe-in-social-care-settings/   
 
Your cooperation is greatly appreciated.  
  
Further guidance for care home operators on managing COVID-19, and details on 
the current position on allowing visitors is available at www.westernbay.org.uk/care-
homes-covid19/ 
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